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traditional policy of keeping the Straits closed to Russian war-ships after Austria had annexed the two provinces without asking their leave.
British Action
So when. Isvolsky came on from Paris to London he had but a chilly reception.   La regard to the Straits he was asked a simple question—whether in return for Russian war-ships being permitted to go through the Bosphorus and Dardanelles into the Mediterranean, Russia would permit the war-ships of other Powers to go through them from the Mediterranean into the Black Sea.   Since this was by no means what Russia wanted, he   evaded the question and left London without having advanced his original idea.   The circumstances, indeed, were very unfavourable to the Russian demand.  The " Young Turks" had just carried through their revolution in Constantinople, making an end, as the world hoped, to the blood-stained tyranny of Abdul Hamid, and high hopes were built on their capacity to   reform the Ottoman Empire.    Apart froir  -11 other considerations, it seemed to Sir Edward Grey am British Government a most untimely moment to inflic them, in addition to the loss of Bosnia-Herzegovina, mortification of being compelled to open the Straits to Ru war-ships.
Grey and other British Ministers took a serious view o whole situation.   They thought that, if one Power a< alone were permitted to tear up the Treaty of Berlin wit even going through the form of consulting the other Poi a most dangerous precedent would have been set to \* no  limit  could be assigned.    They therefore propose European Conference to consider the whole situation in ttu, Balkans, and at least to " regularize," if it could not change, what Austria had done.  This proposal found few sympathizers in Europe.     Russia cared little about " regularizing " the Austrian annexation, if she could not obtain the opening of the Straits.   Austria opposed the conference as a reflection on her conduct,  and Germany, though using polite language about Sir Edward Grey's proposal, was bound to support Austria.   France wished only to avoid a cr^is, and though British opposition to the opening of the Straits accorded with
u*fcj$fi*

